e ual dinner of
set the crossword in
, the BBC’s weekly

Ily accepted that

er has the most diffi-

c of all e crosswords.
“You may . Rich wrote, *find
it stimulating to join the
erudite, not to say esoteric

To those who do not know
the crossword, I must explain
that it bears little relation to
the simple mental exercise
which appears in The Times.
The first challenge is to under-
stand the instructions. It is
never simply a matter of solv-
ing a cryptic clue and writing
the answer in the appropriate

square.
_ Take this extract from the
instructions to a recent snorter:
“The first and iast 12 of 36
letters (five words) connected
with the title should really
cccur (in some cases more than
once) in the answers to the
down. clues. . . . These letters
must all be omitted, wherever
they should occur, and entered
in the appropriate chair either
above or below the answer.” Or

is one: “Clues are normal.
Each solution must be turned
inside out before being entered
on the diagram.”

I did not, therefore, expect
| a straightforward evening of
socializing when I climbed to
the upstairs room of a Fleet
Street tavern for, the gathering.
The first difficulty was that
most of the guests were known

the code-names under which
Zey compose their tests of
mental gymnastics.

Rich himself is Ploutos, 21d
he was chatting with dece
tively normal looking people

as Jago, Bryn, Smada

known i, 7
(his surname backwards), Mog, '

Aeschylus, Sam, Illick, Egma,
Smokev (after his dog), Adam,

Merlin, Twudge, Duck - a;x A

setter, S'abre who reported
from the Un'&-ted,- States that
can  crosswords  were

ek bllly boring O

Zander (known to readers of |

The Guardian as Custos).

It is a male-dominated sport,
though Machiavelli is a woman
and Peto & husband-and-wife

team. Many are schoolteachers, - |

but a few work in computers
and Ploutos describes himself
modestly as “only a merchant
banker ».

Among the guests were three
of the magazine’s most consis-
tent crossword solvers, w.
sent in correct solution
the puzzles this year
these, Tony Sever, was weari
a pendant round his neck

commemorate coming fourth in.
this year’s Times crossword
championship, though  like:

everyone I spoke to he was di

missive of our little puzzle,
claiming to be able to do it in
about 20 minutes. :

Sever had his fiancéev with
him, and I asked ‘her whether

she was also a crossword fan-

cier. “No”, she replied. “But

1 have learned to keep quiet
when he does them.” 1 predict
a happy marriage.

Solvers aspire to be setters.
It is open to anyone to send in
a crossword for consideration
by The Listener, though with
the fee at a paltry £15 it must
be a labour of love. All the
puzzles submitted are sent for
scruting to James Evans, a Gov-
ernment auditor from Oxted
who has been selecting cross-
words for the magazine since
1953 and is thus held in enor-
mous awe by the setters.

He spends three evenings a
week looking through tguzzles,
rejecting them because they are

‘too hard or too easy, or Sug-

gesting alterations to one or

two clues if he thinks the basic -

idea is good. He is 1o respecter

ng

Most of the speeches con-
tained stirring crossword anec-
dotes, abont_bafﬂing clues and
diagrams triumphantly solved.
Adam talked about the notori-
ous six-letter word ending in Q
(Mushaq, a Persian water car-

_rier) and

- was simply “Mine” (answer

th good grace.

of Welsh comprehensive

school; said “crisply about his -

most recent rejection: “It was
a mistake on the part of Evans.

-He thought it was too easy, but

it wasn’t.”

ired headmaster sl

“Host”) and the other was an
ugly anagram: “Venice coy
slut (answer “ Consecu-
tively ”).
Adam said the discovery of
The Listener crossword was an
event that changed his life as
profoundly as his discovery of
sex. He lost me, though, when
“he began talking about a double
acrostic based on Anthony Trol-
ope: I was not certain whether

-this was a crossword feature or

i year ago
to omit the puzzle one week in
every four, to include a more

populist feature called “Con-
“sumér Viewpoint”—a pair of

words that was often spat out
on Saturday with intense

- .venom. Cunuingly, th

zine ensures that the crossword
enthusiasts do not boycott the
paper _on the fourth week, by
including the answer to the
previous week’s puzzle,

D. A. N.'Jones, who writes

a column in The Listener, was

there as the paper’s representa-
tive, but dodged a fight by
declaring himself in his after-
dinner speech to be on the side
of the crossword folk, Aaother

of the speakers was , who
said all the settmjé,:\flgl sup-

port my own newly announce
campaign to be made Director-
General of the BBC if I prom-
fsed to restore the crossword in
the fourth week. Needing sup-
port badly, I gave an ui-
qualified pledge to do so.
Ploutos, in his speech, said
that an average of 298 people
sent in solutions to the (ross-
word every week, and 15 per
cent of them were wrong He
read a telegram from an absent

sexual exercise.

Severs, too, spoke of past
“crosswords he had loved, and
.brought along well-thumbed
copies of a couple. Jago, with
‘great resource, was even able
to unearth an Irish crossword
joke. A Togo dime (anag) was
‘had by all.

My colleague Justow Serious
seems to be injdtrating his way
back to the BBC. An alert
Coulsdon reader says he heard
a reporter on The World at One
‘the other day interviewing a
vescuer of some American stu-
dents on Snowdon. « Just how

sheer was the cliff 2 ” he asked,

and received the reply : Fairl
- vertical.” : 3
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TOASTS " MENU : :
s §oilbe Venues for the Dinner have included:
aby A ANE (ﬂ‘p N ° .
g‘M London, Birmingham, Harrogate,
THE QUEEN CHAIRMAN /,\ ~ [ [
s Cardiff, Nottingham, Eastbourne,
8

THE GUESTS AND ABSENT FRIENDS DOGOP

Leeds, Edinburgh, Winchester, York,
Paris, Oxford, Derby, Cambridge,
Newecastle, Luton, Milton Common,
North Queensferry, Chepstow,
Sheffield, Old Harlow, Chester,
Cheltenham, Old Windsor,
Gateshead, Ettington, online via
Zoom, Stirling... and now Bristol.

REPLY BY . MISS D BEED

VHoan, “5/‘\4 [M\;
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TOASTS

MENU
TO THE GUESTS by SALAMANCA X1 A PLOUTOS
Reply by Mrs. P. BOURNE

TO THE SETIERS by E. AKENHEAD COUPE FEM. EN KIRSCH.
Reply by TWUDGE

TO THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE by R. SHARP AMPLE BEAR
(particularly the small words)

Reply by J. SYKES

COFFEE

ol I%.‘".-'
Mash, Philip Sant

from the 1975 Dinner




